Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4. 
Related literature
In the corresponding nickel compound [Ni(NCS) 2 (1-methylimidazole) 4 ] (Liu et al., 2005) , the Ni II ions have a distorted octahedral environment.
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(NCS) 2 (C 6 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968) T Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz; (ii) x þ 1; y; z. -Nonius, 1989 ); cell refinement: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf-Nonius, 1989); data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) and local programs. Single crystals suitable for X-ray measurements were obtained by recrystallization from ethanol at room temperature.
Data collection: CAD-4 EXPRESS (Enraf

Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically(C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme.
trans-Tetrakis(1-allyl-1H-imidazole-κN
Crystal data /2θ scans h = 0→10 Absorption correction: ψ scan (North et al., 1968) k = −11→11 
